
From: Roger J S Sheriff [rjss_919@tiscali.co.uk] 

Sent: 30 December 2009 08:58 

To: Contact 

Subject:  Referral fee evidence 

 

I have obtained your email address from the Law Society Gazette of 10th December 2009, where in a  

small note on page 4, it is stated that evidence on referral arrangements has been requested to be  

sent to this address. I would be most grateful for an acknowledgement to this email so that I can be  

sure that I am not wasting my time.  

 

I don’t undertake enough residential conveyancing to be in a position to give factual evidence of 

misuse or good use of the referral system. I can however state from firsthand experience that I am  

aware of an abuse of power by estate agents before the referral system came into being, an 

example  being where an estate agent told me that if I did not give a clean Report on Title he would 

ensure that another firm of solicitors would be found to act. 

 

In my opinion the referral system in conveyancing is obviously open to abuse. There are enough 

corrupt estate agents and corrupt solicitors, (you only have to read the Law Society Gazette every 

week to see how many solicitors are fined or struck off each week), to know that if you allow a new 

system that is open to abuse to come into being you will facilitate further abuse.  

 

Solicitors universally have a bad enough name in England & Wales. I refer to the very public 

statement of  Mr Sheridan MP in relation to the asbestos claims scandal, where he said, “We don’t 

want lawyers making a business out of other people’s misfortune” in relation to further work for 

asbestos-related pleural plaques. If you allow a system where solicitors are paid for referrals, (a 

“bung” by any other name), you don’t need evidence that corruption has resulted, as de facto it 

does by allowing referrals.  

 

Solicitors cannot be said to be acting independently if they work under a system where they face the 

risk of referrals stopping if they don’t tow the line, or if they  ignore client’s interests, or if they are 

under increased pressure to speed a process that by its nature requires very great care. Solicitors 

should only have one paymaster, - the client.  

 

If your organisation read the Correspondence Section of the Law Society Gazette every week you 

would see the very large number of the profession that have written in to state that they find the 

referral system obnoxious. It only serves to promote an already soured impression that the public 

have of the legal profession. 

 

It is beyond me how the referral system can have been allowed to come into place in a climate 

where solicitors are already tied up in regulatory red tape. All this regulation and one huge gaping 

hole. 

 

For heaven’s sake. – can’t the authorities that be slay this dragon once and for all before we are all 

consumed by the fire of the dragon’s breath? 

 



Regards 

 

Roger Sheriff  

Solicitor  
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